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August 2021 Newsletter
Hello Surfcasters,
I hope everyone has had a great summer to date! Can you believe The Derby is just around the corner?
If you’re catching blues (or bonitos and albies), be sure to email Dave Balon and get your fish entered in our
Club contests. This is true during The Derby too! Dave: David.balon@nokia.com.
There’s a lot of information and news in this newsletter. You can meet our 2021 MVSA Scholarship
receipents, check out the Shark Tournament pics, read a great article on “The Trouble with Blues” by Ron
Domurat, and see pictures from our Annual Club Picnic, thanks to Kathi Pogoda and Dr. Dave.

Are you on our MVSA Facebook page? https://www.facebook.com/groups/vinyeardsurfcasters If not,
send The Prez a “friend request” at this link:
https://www.facebook.com/donald.scarpone

Mark your calendars now: our Annual
Used Tackle Sale is Saturday, September 4
From 8 am to 1 pm. We will be set up in the
parking lot at the Regional High School.
The Prez will need help with set up, and
sales, as well as continued donations. Please
contact The Prez at: 203-240-0730.
Remember, all proceeds from our sale
go to scholarships for graduating seniors.
Hope to see you on the beach.
Lisa

Club News and Meeting Notes
1. In-House Derby competition has begun! Blues, Bonitos, and Albies are eligible. All three species must be
Derby length to be entered. No bass. If you want to be included in our In-House Derby, you must submit
a weigh-in slip to Dave Balon. See our website or the last page of this newsletter for specific details.
2. You can weigh in more than one fish for each species throughout a month, but you can only weigh up. The
biggest fish each month gets a nice pin.
3. Angler of the Year – Weigh your fish in each month. First place for
Each species earns 5 points, second place gets 3 points and third
place earns 1 point. You could potentially win first – third for any
species, but you can only enter one fish per species per day. You
can weigh in a blue, bone, and albie on the same day.
4. All fish must be weighed on an electronic scale!

Zach Magid with his leading Bluefish

5. Each month, all entries are put into a hat and The Prez draws one random winner. At the annual banquet,
all first-place fish, second-place fish, and third-place go into three separate drawings for a special prize.
.
6. Don’t forget to enter your Derby fish in our club in-house derby.

7. The MVSA Annual Used Tackle Sale will be held Saturday, Sept. 4 from 8 am to 1 pm at MVRHS parking lot.
The Prez needs volunteers!!!!! Call him!!! 203-240-0730. Save the date!
8. The 76th Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby starts at 12:01 am on Sunday, Sept. 12.
9. The Club Shark Tournament was held Aug. 4-8. Lots of sharks were landed. Little Coop won with a 65-inch

brown shark. See photos below.

10. The Prez has gold and silver pins, some hats,
t-shirts, and logo patches. Call him to purchase.

2021 MVSA Scholarship Recipients
Jacob Gurney
Raised in a Vineyard commercial fishing family, Jacob is fulfilling his connection with the marine environment
through his academic focus on marine biology, conservation and sustainable fishing practices. While at
MVRHS, Jacob was in the top 20% of his class, a National Honor Society member and a recipient of numerous
academic honor awards. He also was a member of the varsity indoor track team, a certified scuba diver and a
volunteer citizen scientist for Felix Neck’s Mass. Audubon osprey monitoring program, in addition to being an
active commercial fisherman. Jacob will attend the University of Rhode Island, concentrating in Marine
Biology. Jacob is also the 2021 recipient of the MV Derby Edward J. Jerome Memorial Scholarship.

Owen Steenkamp
A member of the National Honor Society, he impressively finished in the top 20% of his MVRHS class, serving
as a teaching assistant for Advanced Placement biology as a senior. His interest in science research culminated
in his study on designing a self-sustaining solar powered hydroponic system, which received two prestigious
special awards. He was a four-year member of the cross-country team and a community leader in Peer
Outreach and the SWEAR initiative. Owen will attend the University of Vermont, with a concentration in plant
biology and sustainability. Owen is also the recipient of the 2021 MV Derby Greg Dougherty Memorial
Scholarship.

Shark Tournament
Congratulations to Little
Coop on his winning 65inch Brown Shark.
Tyler Poole landing a
nice brownie.

The Prez
and Dr.
Dave
showing
the sharks
how it’s
done.

Nice one, Prez!!

Below left – Ralph fighting one to shore.
Below center – Zach with another fun
catch.

“The Master” landing a nice
one. Congrats, Coop!

Annual Club Picnic – Bend in the Road Beach

Beautiful ending to a wonderful
gathering with friends.

Angler of the Year Standings
1. Zach Magid- 8 pts
2. Jim Cornwell – 6 pts
3. Tyler Poole-5 pts
4. Ed Amaral-4 pts

Pin Winner for July
Zach Magid-14.20 lb Bluefish

Zach Magid with his winning bluefish.
Just kidding – I know it’s a brown shark.

Help out with the Derby – Filet Duty
Greetings Fellow Surfcasters,
Hope folks are having an enjoyable summer. The 76'th Derby kicks
off in less than four weeks and preparations are well in hand. Making my annual appeal to
the club membership for fillet volunteers. Two shifts per day - 8:00 to 10:00 AM and 8:00 to
10:00 PM. The AM shifts are solo and there are two people on in the evenings - including
one of our two fillet masters. It's ok if you're not an expert, Derby committee members are
happy to coach volunteers in the finer parts of the game. Morning shifts are typically less
busy and offer time to learn.
Please take a look at the fillet schedule –
link below - and reply back to me at phil.horton54@gmail.com.
The schedule is read only so you'll need to send in your shift picks.
Thanks for considering helping out.
Phil Horton

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=479p2g1bq9k1mbdj5hrntutdnk%40group.
calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York

The Trouble with Bluefish
Ron Domurat
Have any of you noticed you haven’t been catching as many bluefish as you used to? If you’re relatively new at this
game, you might not. You might have a good day at the surf and catch five, ten or even more and think, “wow, this is
fantastic”. You might even think it’s normal. It’s not!

To many of us that have been around awhile, it’s downright scary. To me personally,
it’s not only scary, it’s sad. Until recent years, I always looked forward to the day or
days in mid-May when the bluefish arrived in force. Schoolies are fun to a point and
it’s great to put a bend in the rod after long, cold months of little or no fishing, but I
always looked forward to May when the bluefish first arrived in good numbers.
There was a time not that long ago when you could almost count on the bluefish
appearing in mid-May after a few straight days of southwest wind. Big, hungry, feisty
and willing to hit just about anything you would throw at them. It was so much fun
to see multiple fish smashing at Roberts Rangers or Spoffords Ballistic Missiles. Even fly fishermen would get in on the
action by having friends throw hook-less lures to draw fish within casting range. Large schools of fish could often be
spotted finning along East Beach.

It would always take me a week or two to get my fill of catching them, sometimes on almost every cast, before I felt
winter was completely out of my system. The Wasque Rip always seemed to be their first stop but soon they would
encircle the island and move en masse into our bays and harbors. A favorite spot was inside Poucha Pond by the Cedars.
The scenario would often reverse itself during the fall migration and blitzes along East Beach and Wasque were not
uncommon. MVSA members Jack Livingston and Paul Schultz were both Derby leaders with fish caught during those
blitzes.

But the last few years have seen a decline of bluefish along our shores. When I started fishing
in the early 70’s there was no bag limit on bluefish. In Connecticut in the late 80’s, guys fishing
off docks and jetties with small lures would fill five-gallon buckets with snapper bluefish. Fried in
butter, they made for great table fare. I worked at a tackle shop in the late 90’s and our bestselling lure was a ‘snapper popper’.

One year, I was in a guy’s yard looking at a boat he was selling. He had just returned from a fishing trip on Long Island
Sound and there were bluefish lying all over the yard. When I questioned him on why he had taken so many, he said he
intended to share with some friends and the rest would be used as fertilizer in his garden. Then, sensing my displeasure,
said something like: “listen, you and me and a hundred more like us could take this many bluefish every day and not put
a dent in the population.”

Fortunately, fisheries managers saw what was happening and in the late 90’s imposed a ten-fish daily bag limit on
bluefish.

In 1986, recreational anglers harvested more than 150,000,000 pounds of bluefish. In 2019,
that number had dropped by more than 90% to an all-time low of less than 15,000,000 lbs.

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) recently declared bluefish as bring
overfished and the daily bag limit on bluefish is now three. (Five for ‘for- hire’ anglers)

Also, based on a 2019 study, the ASMFC recently instituted a seven-year rebuilding plan that allocates 83% of the annual
harvest to the recreational fishery and 17% to commercial fishermen. That translates to approximately 8,340,000 million
pounds for recreational anglers and 2,770,000 for the commercial fleet. In 2019, commercial fishermen landed 2.990,00
million pounds, the majority landed in Rhode Island, New York, or North Carolina.

So how did it get this bad? There are a number of reasons and lots of finger pointing going on. Recs blame commercials.
Commercials blame recreational anglers. Environmental factors come into play as well as a lack of large schools of bait
including the inshore decimation of certain species like squid and menhaden. And, finally, overfishing!

Recent surveys indicated the number of trips taken by recreational anglers to be much higher than had previously been
thought. Consequently, the catch and mortality rate of bluefish (and striped bass) is much greater.

The declaration in 1995 that striped bass were fully recovered saw a tremendous influx in new anglers taking up our
sport and pressures on our primary species of striped bass and bluefish have grown exponentially since then. Last year
alone, more than 1,500,000 new saltwater anglers came into the game. Along with the rise in angler participation, the
populations of both species have plummeted. While much of our fishing is catch and release, we should not be fooled
into thinking that every fish we release is going to survive. Controlled studies have shown that with striped bass, for
every nine fish caught and released, one is going to die.

My guess is that with bluefish, the mortality rate is much, much higher. When targeting bluefish, most of us use single
hook lures. But even with their use, it’s often a struggle to extract the hook once a bluefish has locked its jaws on a lure
resulting in the fish being out of the water much longer than it should, and damage done to its gill plates and/or internal
organs. And unlike the care we take when releasing a striped bass or false albacore, once the hook is finally extracted
from a bluefish, many times there is nothing subtle about the release. We’ve all seen or know anglers who resort to
physically kicking the fish back in to the water. Bluefish are tough but how many of them can withstand a kick from a
180-pound person wearing size 11 waders?

So as responsible surf anglers, what can we do to help with the recovery of the bluefish
population? That’s up to each individual but we can all start by affording a similar reverence to
bluefish as we do with striped bass and false albacore. As with striped bass and albies, we can
take a bit more care releasing our fish. We might also consider using only single in-line hooks if
we are targeting them. We’ll lose some fish, but so what? Tightening our drags might help get
the fish to the beach sooner and once on the beach we should attempt to extract the hook as
quickly as we can to minimize the amount of time the fish is out of the water. If we bring a fish
home for dinner or the smoker, we might consider retaining only one fish per outing. And finally,
we should never, ever, physically kick a fish back into the water. A gentle push would be just as
effective.

The club now has pins in both silver and gold.
We also have iron-on logo patches.
Please contact The Prez if you’d like any.
Pins are $6 each. Patches are $8 each.

BE A WINNER IN THE MVSA IN-HOUSE DERBY
MVSA In-House Derby - This is a fun and loosely run tournament based solely on the honor system and club
members are eligible to win prizes by submitting entries for one or more of the eligible species (striped bass,
bluefish, false albacore, bonito). Fish can be kept but catch and release is strongly encouraged. To determine
the weight, the fish can be weighed or the weight can be estimated by using the following formula. (length x
the girth squared, divided by 800=total weight). It's surprisingly accurate.
HOW TO ENTER ----You must be a paid in full member before catching and weighing in any fish.
Use the weigh-in slip on the MVSA website and make as many copies as you need.
When you catch a fish you want to enter, use the calculation above or weigh on a digital fishing scale.
To be eligible for consideration, your fish must conform to the minimum sizes below:
Bluefish 22"
Bonito 21"
False Albacore 25"
Boundaries: To be eligible, a fish must be caught in or around the waters of Martha's Vineyard, within
MVSB & BF Derby Boundaries. (Fish caught during the trip to Cuttyhunk are not eligible for any prizes)
DIVISION AND AWARDS
A monthly pin will be awarded to the member that submits an entry for the largest fish in each species. All
monthly entries will participate in a "luck of the draw" raffle to win a Ron McKee custom lure. All first, second
and third place monthly winners will also be entered into a year-end raffle to win new fishing reels. There will
be three raffles, one each for all first, second and third place entries.
The ‘Angler of the Year’ will be determined by a point system based on monthly entries. Five points will be
awarded for a first-place monthly winner, three for second, and one for third. The member who finishes the
year with the most points will be declared the ‘Angler of the Year’.
Entries: Must be received within seven days after the catch and may be submitted by email to Dave Balon at:
WeighSlip@mvsurfcasters.org . If you do not have an email account, mail your entry to: MVSA In-House Derby,
P.O. Box 3053, Edgartown, MA 02539
Slips must be postmarked within seven days of the date of catch. During the MV Bass & Bluefish Derby,
there is no need to fill out our weigh-in slip; simply mail in the official MV Derby weigh-in slip.
In-House Derby entry forms may be obtained on the MVSA web-site www.mvsurfcasters.org (Then go to the
Club tab, 2018 In-House Derby) The Official Weigh-In Slip link is under the MVSA Derby Info section.

