
            
  

         Martha's Vineyard Surfcasters Association 

          P.O. Box 3053 Edgartown, MA 02539 
                  www.mvsurfcasters.org    

   "...to encourage the sport of surfcasting; to gather for entertainment and good fellowship; 

 to promote and uphold sound conservation practices and laws, and to see that these laws 

 are properly carried out by members; to further good sportsmanship; and to seek and 

 protect public access to fishing areas on Martha's Vineyard." A. Spofford, 1989 

 

    MVSA June 2016 Newsletter 

 
 Fishing Report-Our season is in full swing and by now many of you are hitting the beaches, ponds and 
 estuaries pretty hard.  We’ve heard mixed results. The early spring saw many schoolie striped bass 
 being caught, more than we’ve seen in years. Although the fish were in the 12-20” range it was fun 
 to put a bend in a rod after a long winter and encouraging for the future to see so many small fish. 
 Slowly but surely some bigger fish moved in and the migration is not over.  
 
 Some anglers are having better luck than others and as is often the case, it’s sometimes a matter of 
 being in the right place at the right time. We’ve heard of fish of up to 39 lbs. including Cosmo’s 36.3 lb. 
 fish being caught but most of fish appear to be in the 24”-30” range. Up-island south shore spots were 
 hot earlier for bigger fish but seem to be cooling off a bit as the fish continue to move to their summer 
 residences.  Within the  last week some north shore spots lit up and East Beach is showing signs of 
 life as well. Clear amber Super Strike Darters, SP Minnows and bucktail jigs aredoing the most damage.  
 
 As for bluefish, they arrived much later than past years on May 27th and it was good for a few days then   
 spotty for a week or two. But over the last week the action on both tides at Wasque seems to have 
 picked up. Some fish up to 15 lbs have been taken. Best bets are Roberts Rangers, Spofford Ballistic 
 Missiles in red & white or chrome, and a Kastmaster if you can get it through the weeds.       
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      Jason Patterson with a bluefish that bottomed out his 15 lb. Boga Grip! 
 

      
           

 

 First Bluefish of the Year- By Default, Eric Bettencourt won a Roberts Ranger lure for picking May 
 13 th as the day the first bluefish would be caught. The actual day they arrived in numbers was May 27.   
 Eric also won a Ron McKee lure for correctly guessing the date the first striper would be caught.       
    
 In House Derby-Cosmo leads the Shore Striped Bass Division In our House Derby with his 36.3lb fish 
 and John Piekos leads the Shore Bluefish Division with an 11.0lb fish.  Both also won MVSA pins for their 
 efforts in May. To date, no fish have been weighed in for the month of June. Entries may be submitted 
 to: Dave Nash, PO Box 3254, Edgartown, MA 02539, oystercatcher@verizon.net  
     

 Trustees’ Beach Update,  June 13, 2016- Terns and Plover chicks have started to hatch at the 
Narrows on Cape Poge (several hundred yards north of the Dike Bridge)  and Norton Point Beach on the 
Chappy end which has resulted in the closure of the OSV trails in those two areas.  As well, the presence 
of a plover chick opposite the mid-way access trail on Leland Beach has necessitated the closure of 
several hundred yards of outside beach on Leland. 
 
OSV access is unaffected to Wasque Point by taking the bayside trails along Poucha Pond and to access 
the two miles of Norton Point closest to Katama.  We expect to see several more nests hatch at Norton 
Point and Leland Beach over the next few weeks.   
 
The plover chicks at the Narrows are now 2+ weeks old and should fledge around July 4.  They’re causing 
some consternation with Trustees staff due to their desire to occasionally venture onto the inside OSV 
trail opposite the Narrows.  We are assessing the shorebird situation on our entire beach daily and will 
reopen OSV access as soon as it is safe to do so.  Shorebird nesting changes daily with weather, 
predators and nest abandonment.  The odds are stacked against these chicks in many ways.  We are 
hopeful that enough chicks survive all that Mother Nature throws at them to be able to increase their 
numbers over time.  In the meanwhile, we appreciate your patience and understanding.   
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Wasque Point Stairs-We have filed a Notice of Intent with the Town of Edgartown to replace the 
stairway which previously provided foot access to Wasque Point from the Fishermen’s Parking lot at 
Wasque.  Last week, staff also met with Trustees’  Structural Manager, Jim Younger, who assured us that 
the cost of the stairs will be covered.  Will keep you all apprised as this application works its way through 
the permit system. 
 
HCP Update: June 13, 2016-Finally, we have been asked several times, “what’s happening with the 
“take” permit application?” We received the following notice from the Mass Division of Fisheries and 
Wildlife this afternoon:  MassWildlife was recently provided with additional comments on the draft HCP 
from the USFWS.  The agencies held intensive discussions on June 7 and 8 to resolve outstanding issues 
and finalize the HCP.  USFWS is working hard to complete the HCP review and remains committed to the 
“early summer” timeline discussed during recent stakeholder update conference calls. 
Jon Regosin  (jonathan.regosin@state.ma.us from Mass Fish and Wildlife and Tom Chapman at USFWS 
(tom_chapman@fws.gov; are handling the HCP review. 
  

  Access to Long Point-The Trustees of Reservations (TTOR) have generously and graciously agreed to 
 make their Long Point Reservation available exclusively to MVSA members for fishing.  

 
Beginning June 15,entrance to the property which is normally closed to the public during the summer 
months, can be accessed by calling President Don Scarpone (203-240-0730) to obtain a code which can 
be used to open the lockbox pictured below. The key inside will open the lock on the chain. (The code 
will be changed monthly).  Once inside the property entrance, the chain must be replaced and the key 
returned to the lock box. Upon leaving the property the procedure must be repeated as it is extremely 
important that the chain remains across the entrance and the key in the lock box for use by emergency 
vehicles if required.  The property will re-open to the general public on September 8.   
 

     
 
 
A few common sense rules must be followed.  
 
Time of use is limited to an hour before sunset to an hour after sunrise.  
 
The lock box code is not to be shared with non-members.    
 
Use is limited to one MVSA member and two guests and limited to fishing or shell fishing.  
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Member will use the property  at their own risk and TTOR will not be held liable for injuries or 
accidents that occur while on the property.  
 
Commercially guided fishing trips are not allowed. 
 
Fires are not permitted.   
 
Parking is only permitted in the visitor’s center parking lot.  
 
The house on the property is occupied for the summer and members are requested to respect the 
occupants and keep the area quiet when entering or leaving.  
 
Alcoholic beverages are not permitted. 
 
Trash and/or unused bait should be removed and not discarded on the property.   
 
We are privileged and very fortunate to have summer access to this property and grateful to the 
Trustees for granting it. As most of you know, when Tisbury Great Pond is open to the sea, this beach 
can be one of the most productive fishing spots on the island.   

 
MV Surfcaster Scholarship Awards by Dave Nash- Over the past weekend , local schools conducted 
graduation ceremonies and MVSA scholarships were presented to two deserving students. 
 
At the MV Regional High School graduation ceremony Kyra Whalen of Vineyard Haven was presented  
with a $1000 scholarship.    Kyra is looking to pursue a course of study in Environmental Sciences at 
Boston College, University of Vermont or Colgate University.  In her essay she described her 
commitment to the MV Environment Club at the high school and has been involved in promoting a 
cleaner MV.  She has also enjoyed working with the youth of the island to help promote their awareness 
of environmental issues. She is the daughter of Sharon and Dave Whalen.      
 
Our second $1000 scholarship was awarded to Astrid Tilton at the graduation ceremony at the MV 
Public Charter  School.  Astrid is focused on the field of Environmental studies and policy and is looking 
to attend Hampshire College, Bard College or Bates College.  She has been very involved in the recent 
initiative to promote a bylaw in all island towns seeking a ban on single use plastic bags.  Her essay 
noted her interests in helping to identify environmental policy issues which help make positive 
connections between humans and our unique island environment.  Astrid is from Vineyard Haven and is 
the daughter of Heather and James Tilton.  
 
Special thanks to Ed Jerome for making the presentations at both schools.  
 

 Memorial Day Used Tackle Sale-Thanks primarily to members Jim Fraser and Cooper Gilkes, our first 
 Used Tackle Sale was held the morning of May 28th. and was a huge success. The event generated more 
 than $1200 in sales which was added to the MVSA scholarship fund and enabled us to award two $1000 
 scholarships to graduating seniors            
   



Oak Bluffs Fishing Pier-Dave Nash reports that casual observations from a few fishermen taking 
advantage of the OB fishing Pier report some good fishing.  Very large scup and “just legal” flounder 
were reported recently.  “Some” sea Bass were also reported.  The pier was closed for a while during 
construction of the new North Bluffs boardwalk but the pier has been reopened. 

 

 We Have Winners –Once again, MVSA members have distinguished themselves in recent local fishing 
 tournaments. In Dick’s Bait and Tackle Annual Memorial Day event  which has been renamed the Bob 
 “Hawkeye” Jacobs  Memorial Tournament, Janet Messineo won the shore striped bass division with a  
 26.8 lb. fish and new members  Lisa and Mark Leonard placed second and third in the shore bluefish 
 division with 11.8 and 11.0 lb. fish respectively.  Steve Baccelli took second place in the boat striped bass 
 division with a nice 27.6 lb. fish.      
 
 It should also be noted that member Creanga Cosmin (Cosmo) weighed in a  36.3 lb. fish Dicks which he 
 caught  an hour before the tournament  starting bell rang at midnight. Cosmo caught his fish on only his 
 second cast of the season.  
 
 In the 25th annual Martha’s Vineyard Rod & Gun Club Striped  Bass Catch & Release tournament, 
 member Dave Nash and his teammate David Thompson of the Squid Brothers took home second place 
 for the most striped bass caught & released (18). John Dropick of the Lew’s Crew team was third with 
 9 fish and Jason Graves of Team Orland & Team Toms finished fourth with 5.7 (?)  fish.        
 
 Congratulations Everyone!!  
  

      
 
  

 In House Derby-Cosmo leads the shore striped bass division in the MVSA In House Derby with his 36.3 
 lb. bass and John Piekos leads the shore bluefish division with an 11.0 lb fish. Both won pins for their 
 May  entries. To date there have been no entries for the month of June. Entries may be submitted to: 
 Dave Nash, PO Box 3254, Edgartown, MA 02539, oystercatcher@verizon.net  
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 After much deliberation, the flyrod and boat divisions are back by popular demand. Since there are so 
 few participants in the divisions, winners are eligible to win plaques only and unless their fish is the 
 largest of each species for the month, will not be eligible to for tickets into the year-end reel drawings.    
 

 By the Numbers-Treasurer Phil Horton reports that our paid membership currently stands 124 with 
 111 paid and 13 complimentary to local papers, tackle shops, TTOR and others.    
 
 Webmaster Dave Balon reported that our website remains popular. We had more than 900 visits to our 
 web page including more than 650 from new visitors. Also, the MVSA website remains in the top 3 on 
 Google when visitors do a generic search on “Martha’s Vineyard Fishing. “  
 
 Some of the key interests people search for on the site are MVSA, MV Surfcasters, Fishing Reports, OSV 
 Beach Reports etc. Dave says “it’s nice to see our club is supporting and promoting these interests along 
 with specific questions sent in that we gladly and promptly answer.”     
 
 Please remember that this is your website and your contributions of photos and/or  comments are 
 accepted and encouraged.   
 

 Calendar 
 
 June 17, 18, 19, Island Cup Fishing Challenge,  Victor Colantonio, 617-413-6140, 
 v.colantonio@gmail.com     
 

 July 9, Time TBA (late afternoon) Annual Club Picnic, Bend in the Road Beach  
 

 August 13, 5:00 PM, Meeting,  East Beach, Fishing Contest  & Cookout 
 

 August 18-20, Catch & Release Shark Tournament, East Beach. donaldscarpone@yahoo.com  
 Cookout and Awards August 21, East Beach   
 

 September 3, 5:00 PM, Meeting, East Beach, Fishing Contest & Cookout     
 

 September 11, 12:01 AM-October 15, 10:00 PM, “THE DERBY” 
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