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          August 2016 Newsletter 

Fishing Report-It could be that members are just getting tight lipped prior to the Derby or maybe the 
summer doldrums finally set in, but with the exception of some very good brown shark fishing the last 
few weeks, things have been slow.  Bluefish reports were almost non- existent until just a few days ago 
when fishing picked up at the Rip, and fishing for striped bass has been slow to fair at best.  
 
The good news is that there have been reports of bonito and false albacore being caught from shore at 
Lobsterville, Menemsha and Tashmoo and very recent reports of albies busting bait from the windmill to 
the jetties. On Sunday August 28, John Piekos caught an albie at Lelands Point, the first by a club 
member.  
 

The Derby- Derby Filet master Phil Horton tells us that all of the time slots for filet duty have been filled 
but anyone willing to fill in when needed can e-mail him Philip.horton@nokia.com.  Phil also reports that 
Derby sign up will begin sometime during the week of August 28.  

 
Shark Tournament-The new and improved 2nd annual MVSA shark tournament was held August 2 thru 
August 6 and was a huge success with 13 aspiring ‘Quints” participating. Eight brown sharks were landed 
as well as a number of dogfish.  A few undesirable rays were also hooked and lost or intentionally 
broken off.   
 
The winner of the event was Don Scarpone (The Prez) who beached a 69” Brown Shark (measured from 
the tip of the snout to the fork in the tail) and weighing an estimated 135 lbs. Don took home the $130 
pool money and will receive a winner’s plaque at our awards ceremony in January.  Dr. Dave Kolb was 
the high hook for the event one night landing two sharks within an hour’s time while no one else even 
had a hit. Dave will receive a big ‘atta boy’ for his efforts. All of the sharks were measured quickly and 
released unharmed.   
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        The Prez with his winner        Jim Cornwell        Dr. Dave ‘Hoppah’ Kolb  
  

    

   Matt Malowski    Ralph Peckham 

   

In House Derby-Cosmo (Big Bass) Creanga still leads the striped bass category with his 44.61 lb. cow 
and ‘Blue’ Jay Patterson still holds the lead in the bluefish division with his 14 lber. Ron Domurat leads 
the striped bass release category with a 25.70 fish.  
 
Cosmo & Jay won the striped bass and bluefish pins for July. Runners up winning January raffle tickets 
were Ed Amaral (13.0) and Ron Domurat 10.5) in the bluefish category and Tony Rezendes (30.0) and 
Ron Domurat (24.8) in the striped bass division.          
  

Annual MVSA Picnic-On a beautiful summer evening in July, members and guests shared good food, 
good fishing stories and good friendship when they gathered for the annual MVSA summer picnic at 
Bend in the Road Beach in Edgartown. President Scarpone organized the event and as usual did most of 
the grill work.  
 



            
Karen Kukolich leans into a cast  during the casting contest which was won by Cosmo Creanga!  

 
The Fair-Once again the creative talents of MVSA members designed a prize winning exhibit for this 
year’s Martha’s Vineyard Agricultural Fair. The theme of the exhibit which was put together by Peter 
Johnson, Lou Ferrucci and Jim Cornwell was “Ladies of the Surfcasters”.  The exhibit won a first place 
Blue Ribbon.      

 

    



 

New Stairs-Aided by a $2000 donation from the MVSA, The Trustee’s of Reservations have installed a 
beautiful new set of custom built aluminum stairs approximately 100 yards west of the Fisherman’s 
Parking lot at Wasque. As most of us know, the old wooden stairs along with hundreds of yards of bluff 
and pine forest were lost to erosion as the breach migrated east before it finally sealed up last year.  The 
new stairs will allow angler access to Wasque Point during periods of beach closures due to nesting 
shore birds as well to anglers that do not have access to an OSV.         
 
 

                

Beach Report-As of August 27, with the exception of the Dike Bridge bathing beach, all beaches and 
OSV trails from Norton Point to the Gut are open to OSV travel and we expect that to re-open prior to 
the Derby. One area of concern is a narrowing stretch of beach almost directly in front of the new set of 
stairs at the new Swan Pond. Drivers are cautioned to be on the lookout for washover’s during periods 
of moon tides and strong  southerly winds and use headlights when driving in that area at night.   

 
Last Newsletter-This will be the last newsletter for a couple of months. (It’s the Derby) Members can 
keep up to date on club activities by checking the MVSA Facebook page or logging on to the MVSA  web-
site www.mvsurfcasters.org  
 

Good Luck in the Derby!! 

Calendar 

 September 11, 12:01 AM-October 15, 10:00 PM, “THE DERBY” 
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